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The  electors,  however,  have  only  done  half  their  job.  They 
have  returned  three  Labour  M.P.s  for  St.  Pancras,  but  there 
is  still  a  Tory  majority  on  the  Borough  Council.  St.  Pancras 
must  be  given  a  Labour  and  Communist  majority  in  November, 
which  will  carry  through  Labour’s  programme  for  Housing, 
Health  and  Social  Progress,  and  that  will  make  St.  Pancras  a 
borough  of  happy  homes — not  slums.  ,  . 
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r  ALBERTA 


Councillor  Mrs.  Diana  Pym  says  •  .  . 


WHEREVER  I  go  in  St.  Pancras  people  come  to  me  with  their 
housing  problems.  If  it’s  not  “  How  can  the  repairs  on  my  bombed 
house  be  speeded  up?”  then  it’s  “  Where  can  1  find  a  real  home  for 
my  kids?”  The  problem  has  been  made  even  more  tragic  this  last 
year  by  flying  bombs  and  rockets,  and  a  solution  must  be  found. 

THE  ST.  PANCRAS  Communists  have  a  solutiori  to  offer,  and  in 
the  following  pages  you  will  find  it  outlined.  The  men  and  women 
of  St.  Pancras,  who  have  left  families  and  friends  to  fight  for  us 
so  that  we  can  live  in  peace  and  security  without  fear  of  Fascist 
slavery,  must  return  to  homes  fitting  for  them.  We  cannot  build 
the  brave  New  Britain  that  we  all  want,  whilst  housing  in  St.  Pancras 
remains  a  blot  on  our  Borough.  The  children  of  St.  Pancras  can¬ 
not  grow  into  fine  healthy  citizens  whilst  flats  like  Midhope  Buildings 
and  houses  like  those  in  Barclay  Street  exist. 

WHAT  is  needed  is  a  Minister  for  Housing  who  has  both  full 
power  and  conviction  to  sweep  away  vested  interests  in  land  and 
building  materials  that  have  bedevilled  all  housing  plans  up  to  now. 

SPEED  must  be  the  criterion  of  all  schemes.  We  therefore  sup¬ 
port  such  devices  as  Temporary  Houses,  the  patching-up  of  old 
property,  and  converting  big  houses  into  working-class  flats,  because 
they  will  provide  a  quick  solution  until  permanent  houses  and  fiats 
of  good  quality  and  design  can  be  put  up. 

HOUSES  must  be  planned  in  relation  to  shops,  schools,  work  and 
play.  In  fact,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  essential  that  the  whole  Borough 
should  be  replanned  by  experts  in  the  interests  of  its  people,  and 
the  landlords’  vested  interests  and  opposition  to  replanning  overcome. 
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STOP  PRESS 

The  glorious  Labour  Victory  in  the  General  Election  brings 
new  hope  to  the  house-hungry  citizens  of  St.  Pancras. 

It  means  that  the  grand  County  of  London  Plan  will  become 
a  reality,  for  we  can  be  sure  that  Mr.  Lewis  Silkin,  the  new 
Minister  of  Town  and  Country  Planning  and  one  of  the  chief 
champions  of  the  Plan,  will  give  the  Local  Authorities 
sufficient  powers  to  carry  out  their  Housing  Plans. 

It  means  that  Labour  will  allow  no  vested  interest  to  stand 
in  the  way. 

The  electors,  however,  have  only  done  half  their  job.  They 
have  returned  three  Labour  M.P.s  for  St.  Pancras,  but  there 
is  still  a  Tory  majority  on  the  Borough  Council.  St.  Pancras 
must  be  given  a  Labour  and  Communist  majority  in  November, 
which  will  carry  through  Labour’s  programme  for  Housing, 
Health  and  Social  Progress,  and  that  will  make  St.  Pancras  a 
borough  of  happy  homes — not  slums. 
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WHEREVER  I  go  in  St.  Pancras  people  come  to  me  with  their 
housing  problems.  If  it’s  not  “  How  can  the  repains  on  my  bombed 
house  be  speeded  up?”  then  it’s  “  Where  can  I  find  a  real  home  for 
my  kids?”  The  problem  has  been  made  even  more  tragic  this  last 
year  by  flying  bombs  and  rockets,  and  a  solution  must  be  found. 

THE  ST.  PANCRAS  Communists  have  a  solution  to  offer,  and  in 
the  following  pages  you  will  find  it  outlined.  The  men  and  women 
of  St.  Pancras,  who  have  left  families  and  friends  to  fight  for  us 
so  that  we  can  live  in  peace  and  security  without  fear  of  Fascist 
slavery,  must  return  to  homes  fitting  for  them.  We  cannot  build 
the  brave  New  Britain  that  we  all  want,  whilst  housing  in  St.  Pancras 
remains  a  blot  on  our  Borough.  The  children  of  St.  Pancras  can¬ 
not  grow  into  fine  healthy  citizens  whilst  flats  like  Midhope  Buildings 
and  houses  like  those  in  Barclay  Street  exist. 

WHAT  is  needed  is  a  Minister  for  Housing  who  has  both  full 
power  and  conviction  to  sweep  away  vested  interests  in  land  and 
building  materials  that  have  bedevilled  all  housing  plans  up  to  now. 

SPEED  must  be  the  criterion  of  all  schemes.  We  therefore  sup¬ 
port  such  devices  as  Temporary  Houses,  the  patching-up  of  old 
property,  and  converting  big  houses  into  working-class  flats,  because 
they  will  provide  a  quick  solution  until  permanent  houses  and  flats 
of  good  quality  and  design  can  be  put  up. 

HOUSES  must  be  planned  in  relation  to  shops,  schools,  work  and 
play.  In  fact,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  essential  that  the  whole  Borough 
should  be  replanned  by  experts  in  the  interests  of  its  people,  and 
the  landlords’  vested  interests  and  opposition  to  replanning  overcome. 
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St.  Panerasi  Hoa  sing— Some  Facts 

ST.  PANCRAS  has  one  of  the  worst  “  Tenement  Problems  ”  in  London.  Only  about 
10,000  out  of  the  Borough’s  24,250  houses  and  flats  are  self-contained,  which  means 
that  the  other'  14,250  cast-off  houses  of  the  well-to-do  are  inhabited  by  an  average  of 
three  working-class  families  each.  These  families  have  no  separate  front  door,  and 
usually  no  separate  sanitary  arrangements.  The  conditions  in  some  of  them  are  quite 
deplorable;  Stanhope  Street  is  only  too  typical  of  many  others. 

THE  YEAR  1938  saw  3,000  families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions,  as  well  as 
thousands  who  were  (and  still  are)  housed  in  shocking  working-class  flats  like  Midhope 
Buildings  and  Carisbrook  House,  long  overdue  for  demolition,  and  street  after  street 
of  damp,  tumbledown  little  houses  in  Kentish  Town,  Camden  Town  and  King’s  Cross, 
typified  by  Lamble  Street,  Jamestown  Road,  and  Tovey  Place. 

IN  THAT  same  year  there  were  320  “  priority  ”  cases  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council 
flats,  but  only  66  vacancies  occurred.  This  priority  waiting  list  has  now  grown  to 
about  1,000. 


?:*  J’u^  one  of  the 
rtiany  rooms  in  our 
Boro^h — ^n  o  t  a  n 
isolated  example  of 
a  slum  home. 


,  seven  years  later,  the  situation  is 
far  worse;  in  addition  to  1,543  homes  which 
have  been  totally  demolished  and  1,578 
seriously  damaged  by  bombs  up  to  October, 
1944,  lack  of  repairs  owing  to  war  condi- 
ions  have  pushed  many  of  the  already 
lown-at-heel  dwellings  into  the  category  of 
unfit  for  human  habitation.” 

WE  MUST  not  forget  the  “  new  families,” 
at  is,  the  10,000  young  couples  who  have 
rried  in  our  Borough  since  the  war. 
he  majority  of  these  Service  wives  are  still 
living  with  their  parents  and  have  little 
hope  of  getting  a  home  of  their  own  when 
their  menfolk  come  back. 
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Can  Anything  be  Done  Xow  ? 


FIRST 

SECOND 

THIRD 


WE  cannot  wait  until  the  war  with  Japan  is  over.  Immediate  speedy  steps 
can  and  must  be  taken  to  remedy  this  dreadful  situation. 

REPAIRS  to  slightly  bombed  and  dilapidated  buildings  must  have 
priority  claims  because  these  will  produce  the  largest  number  of  habitable 
homes  in  the  shortest  time,  and  with  the  smallest  call  on  labour  and  materials. 
Our  Communist  building  workers  have  ideas  about  this.  Read  what  they  say 
on  page  10. 

REQUISITION.  So  far  our  Borough  Council  have  requisitioned  395 
houses  (many  of  which  house  more  than  one  family).  These  premises  up  to 
March,  1945,  rehoused  2,516  people.  All  but  two  families  were  “bombed 
outs.” 

THE  COUNCIL  had  the  power  to  requisition  premises  (furnished  or  un¬ 
furnished)  for  anyone  “inadequately  housed,”  but  this  procedure  was  sus¬ 
pended  when,  owing  to  fly-bombs,  all  available  accommodation  had  to  be  used 
for  bombed-out  families. 

THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY  favours  the  reintroduction  of  this  proce¬ 
dure  as  soon  as  possible  and  its  extension,  so  that  the  Borough  Council  can 
acquire  permanently  big  houses,  like  those  today  standing  empty  in  the 
Primrose  Hill  and  Bloomsbury  areas,  which  would  be  converted  into  self- 
contained  flats  at  low  rentals. 

REHOUSING.  The  Borough  Council  should  go  outside  the  boundaries 
of  St.  Pancras  to  rehouse  the  1,000-odd  farpilies  who  are  at  present  on  the 
waiting  list  for  houses.  It  should  use  the  machinery  that  already  exists  to 
requisitijOn  the  numbers  of  large  houses  in  good  condition  standing  empty 
today  in|  Hampstead,  Marylebone  and  Holbqrn.  These  should  be  converted 
into  flal^  or  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  house-hungry  citizens  of  St. 
Pancras.i 


I 


Page  Three 
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Temporary  Houses 

ALTHOUGH  the  Communist  Party  did  not  consider  the  Portal 
and  Phoenix  houses  as  by  any  means  ideal,  they  supported  the 
Borough  Council’s  application  for  500  as  an  effective  stop-gap  for 
the  present  miserable  overcrowding.  The  Council  propose  that 
they  should  be  put  on  small  bomb-cleared  sites  and  the  filled-in 
parts  of  the  Regent’s  Canal,  on  top  of  the  trenches  in  Regent’s  Park 
and  Primrose  Hill,  and  on  Gospel  Oak  Fields. 

IN  'PEACE-TIME,  our  Party  would  fight  such  a  proposition 
tooth  and  nail — but  today,  with  the  appalling  housing  situation 
facing  St.  Pancras  at  the  end  of  the  war,  we  cannot  rule  out  the 
use  of  open  spaces  as  a  last  resort.  Every  alternative  site,  how¬ 
ever,  should  be  tried  first — and  in  particular  the  unused  railway 
property  around  Gospel  Oak,  the  Crown  property  around 
Cumberland  Market  and  the  gardens  of  large  houses.  We  suggest 
ten  years  should  be  the  limit  for  using  these  houses. 

BUT  Duncan  Sandys’  statement  on  the  “  shrinking  ”  Phoenix 
that  has, replaced  the  “vanishing”  Portal  makes  it  seem  probable 
that  St.  Pancras  will  not  get  anything  like  its  original  quota  of  500 
Temporary  Houses. 

SO  the  site  problem  may  not  arise  in  such  an  acute  form.  It 
also  opens  the  possibility  of  using  permanent  prefabricated  Iwo- 
storey  houses  of  the  Northolt  type,  which  would  make  more 
economical  use  of  the  available  sites  than  temporary  bungalows, 
besides  providing  much  better  accommodation. 

THE  Tories  want  to  use  the  open  spaces  as  an  easy  way  out 
of  the  site  problem  because  this  does  not  involve  tackling  vested 
interests,  the  Railways,  the  Crown  Estate,  the  big  landlords.  Some 
of  them  even  want  to  avoid  using  bomb-cleared  sites,  as  this  will 
prevent  the  landlords  indulging  in  speculative  building  for  10  years. 


What  Sort 
of  Home  do 
You  Want? 


Have  Your  Say 


Father 

I  WANT  a  comfortable  room  to  sit  in  when 
I  get  back  from  a  day’s  work.  I  want  a  place 
for  my  bicycle  and  tools. 


Mother 

I  WANT  a  well-equipped  kitchen  with 
plenty  of  cupboard  room  and  deep  sinks,  also 
a  good  bathroom,  and  space  to  dry  the  wash¬ 
ing.  I  want  my  future  home  to  be  fitted  with 
labour-saving  devices  so  that  I’m  not  tired 
out  with  housework  by  the  time  mj^  family 
gets  home. 


The  Children  lYeed 

PLAY  ROOM  with  plenty  of  space  for 
romping  in  safety.  Airy  rooms  to  sleep  in, 
and  light  and  bright  surroundings. 
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St.  Pancras  Mystery  Men— The  Landlords 


ST.  PANCRAS,  like 
everywhere  else,  has  its 
landlords.  But  just  who 
are  they?  There  is  a 
peculiar  air  of  mystery 
about  them,  these  lords 
and  fine  gentlemen — 
none  of  whom  now  lives, 
or  has  ever  lived,  in  the 
Borough  from  which 
their  ancestors  and  they 
have  drawn  the  doings  in 
no  uncertain  fashion. 

A  WALK  around  the 
streets  of  our  Borough 
tells  a  lot.  Camden 
Town  itself  perpetuates 
the  memory  of  the  wealthy  clan  of  the  Marquess  of  Camden, 
who  once  owned  120  acres  in  that  closely  built-up  area  (he  still 
hangs  on  to  a  modest  18,000  acres  around  the  country).  And 
the  Camdens  own  to  the  family  names  of  Pratt  and  Brecknock 
— familiar  enough  to  us  from  streets  and  pubs  in  our  locality. 

A  DRENK  at  the  Mansfield  recalls  the  Earl  of  that  title,  once 
owner  of  150  acres  on  our  northern  fringe,  and  still  a  great 
Scottish  laird  to  the  tune  of  49,000  acres;  the  Earl  is,  inci¬ 
dentally,  chairman  of  the  notorious  reactionary  and  anti- 
Russian  clique,  the  Imperial  Policy  Group. 

THEN  there  are  the  Dukes  of  Bedford,  whose  styles,  family 
names  and  titles  are  to  be  found  in  Russell,  Bedford  and  Tavi¬ 
stock  Squares,  Woburn  Place;  their  St.  Pancras  ownership  was 
originally  no  less  than  141  acres  of  this  richly  rented  area.  The 
family  still  own  a  lot  of  Ward  7.  And  the  present  head,  the 
12th  Duke,  is,  of  course,  the  noted  pacifist  and  defeatist,  whose 
every  utterance,  in  the  House  of  Lords  or  elsewhere,  is  the 
occasion  of  public  outcry. 

BUT  while  the  defeatist  Duke  can  still  be  rated  as  a  big 
St.  Pancras  landowner,  what  of  the  others?  We  know  what 
they  once  held;  but  to-day  they  have  long  since  retired  into  the 


woodwork.  Landowning — and  above  all  London  landowning 
— ^is  the  most  closely  guarded  secret  of  our  national  life.  But 
it  seems  a  fair  bet  that,  underneath  all  discreet  legal  forms, 
quite  an  impressive  number  of  representatives  of  these  Noble 
Families  continue  to  lake  their  cut  of  St.  Pancras  ground  rents 
— the  safest  income  of  all. 

THEN  there  are  the  two  great  railway  companies,  the  L.M.S. 
and  the  L.N.E.R.  Between  them  these  two  mammoth  concerns 
own  no  less  than  16  per  cent,  of  the  land  surface  of  our 
Borough;  they  pay  only  1  per  cent,  of  the  rates.  Yet  they 
refused  to  co-operate  with  the  L.C.C.  in  drawing  up  the  County 
of  London  Plan;  and  throughout  they  have  adopted  a  “  dog- 
in-the-manger  ”  attitude  towards  plans  for  Borough  improve¬ 
ments,  while  keeping  large  tracts  of  land  that  they  own  in  the 
Borough  lying  derelict  for  their  own  undisclosed  future 
“  improvements.” 

THE  flavour  of  Royalty  is  not  as  sweet  in  our  Borough  as  it 
might  be.  Indeed,  the  Crown  Estate  creates  one  of  our  big 
problems.  Owning  large  tracts  of  slum  property  in  Ward  5,  the 
Crown  Estate  eyen  before  the  war  kept  derelict  the  extensive 
area  south  of  William  Road,  refusing  either  to  build  working- 
class  flats  on  it  themselves  or  to  let  the  L.C.C.  do  so.  It  was 
then  rumoured  that  they  were  holding  up  this  valuable  land 
for  semi-luxury  “  development.” 

BETWEEN  the  two  wars  the  Crown  Estate  built  impressive- 
looking  and  substanlial  working-class  flats  in  a  small  part  of 
this  area;  but  the  rents  were  such  that  most  of  the  lower-paid 
workers  who  lived  in  the  slums  that  they  cleared  could  nol  afford 
to  live  in  them. 

NOR  could  our  Borough  be  complete  without  those  holy  and 
hated  landlords,  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners.  In  the 
Crowndale  Road  area  these  money-raisers  for  the  Church  own 
some  deplorable  property.  Up  to  date  they  have  shown  no 
sign  of  attempting  any  new  building  to  relieve  the  housing 
problems  of  their  tenants. 

ON  our  southern  edge,  in  Ward  8,  reigns  that  remarkable 
financial  contrivance,  the  Foundling  Estate,  the  dominant  land¬ 
owning  concern  of  Bloomsbury.  Ten  years  ago  this  bloated 


Page  Six 


enterprise  (its  freehold  properties  are  listed  as  £1,409,625  “at 
cost  ”)  passed  from  control  by  a  subsidiary  of  that  great  mono¬ 
polistic  company,  Dunlop  Rubber,  to  the  well-known  Tory 
politician  and  clothing  stunter  of  the  last  war,  Sir  H.  Mallaby- 
Deeley. 

TO  judge  from  its  published  figures  this  Estate  might  seem 
to  be  a  financial  white  elephant,  for  it  has  never  paid  a  divi¬ 
dend;  but  this  is  certainly  not  due  to  any  beneficence  towards 
St.  Pancras  tenants.  One  reason  was  that  Mallaby-Deeley 
(senior)  thought  that  its  principal  function  was  to  be  beneficent 
to  him.  By  the  time  he  died  in  1938  he  had  borrowed  no  less 
than  £169,000  from  the  estate  company  (and  of  this  over 
£152,000  is  still  owing). 

BUT  what  one  landlord  loses  on  the  swings  another  makes 
up  on  the  roundabouts.  The  Foundling  losses  are  al  least  partly 
due  to  the  heavy  mortgages  it  carries.  And  who  hold  these 
rnortgages?  Why,  none  other  than  our  old  friends,  the  ducal 
Bedford  Estate,  the  Belvoir  Estates,  Ltd.  (an  estate  company  of 
the  Noble  Rutland  family),  and  an  eminent  merchant  banker 
of  the  City,  Mr.  Guy  H.  Benson,  who  turns  out  to  be  a  son- 
in-law  of  the  8th  Duke  of  Rutland! 

THIS  is  not  all  about  the  Foundling.  Of  the  company’s 
£50,000  capital  practically  the  whole  is  held  by  nominees  (no 
one  knows  who  they  are)  of  Hoares  Bank  Ltd.  This  is  the  bank 
of  the  brewing  Hoares,  the  great  family  wh9se  most  notorious 
representative  is  Lord  Templewood,  better  "kijown  as  Slippery 
Sam  Hoare,  our  former  Ambassador  to  Madrid  and  Franco’s 
friend. 

THE  Hoares  know  when  they  are  on  a  good  thing.  And  it 
is  no  surprise  to  find  theni  complacently  turning  up  in  one  of 
our  most  gilt-edged  tenenient  companies.  This  is  East  End 
Dwellings,  which  owns  important  blocks  of  working-class  flats 
aroimd  Cromer  Street.  Hoares  Bank  nominees  and  several 
members  of  the  Hoares  family,  together  with  a  number  of 
other  noble  and  genteel  persons,  are  to  be  found  in  this 
outfit,  whose  happy  shareholders  have  more  than  had  their 


capital  back  since  1929. 

TYPICAL  of  the  fat 
pickings  afforded  by  this 
tenement-owning  com¬ 
pany  was  its  issue  of  a 
share  bonus  of  100  per 
cent,  in  1939,  taking 
£169,440.  This 
meant  that  thereafter  the 
regular  5  per  cent, 
dend  (paid  tax  free  up  to 
1938)  was  in  fact  10  per 
cent.  So  much  fat  accu¬ 
mulated  from  the  tenants 
over  a  period  of  years 
that  the  boys  could 
manage  a  nice  free  share- 
out,  in  fact, 

OR  here  is  another  tenement  company,  the  Victoria  Dwellings 
Association,  Ltd.,  which  owns  buildings  at  King’s  Cross.  It  is  a 
modest  affair,  with  a  rent  roll  of  some  £8,400  per  year  odd;  but 
it  has  cleared  off  all  its  mortgages  and  has  a  comfortable  reserve 
of  no  less  than  £67,000.  It  affords  a  safe  and  solid  dividend  to 
the  investing  gentlemen  who  patronise  it. 


HERE,  then  is  a  bit  of  the  truth  about  the  landlords  of  St. 
Pancras;  only  a  tiny  bit,  since  the  greater  part  is  concealed.  It 
is  clear,  though,  that  St.  Pancras  landlords  are  no  more  in  the 
business  for  their  health — or  the  health  and  comfort  of  their 
tenants — than  any  landlords  anywhere.  Our  Borough  is  a  happy 
hunting-ground  for  this  monstrous  Vested  Interest,  which  amasses 
wealth  for  do-nothing  absentees  by  keeping  Things  As  They  Are. 
The  people  of  St.  Pancras  owe  it  to  themselves  and  their  children 
to  see  that  things  are  changed,  changed  quickly  and  changed  in 
a  big  way. 
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Children  of  St.  Pancras 


ST.  PANCRAS  now  has  eight  Borough  Council  Nur¬ 
series  for  babies  up  to  five  years  old,  three  L.C.C. 
Nurseries  in  Rest  Centres  for  two  to  five-year-olds.  They 
are  deservedly  popular,  although  some  of  the  buildings 
are  very  unsuitable,  and  there  are  always  long  waiting 
lists. 

THERE  is,  however,  a  grave  danger  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  is  now  paying  the  full  cost,  may  close  them 
down.  Already  it  has  stopped  training  new  Nursery  staff. 

BEFORE  the  war  St.  Pancras  had  four  Nurseries  and 
five  Nursery  Schools,  run  partly  by  the  Local  Authorities 
and  partly  by  voluntary  bodies.  At  no  time  did  they 
succeed  in  meeting  the  demand. 

THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY  will  fight  tooth  and  nail 
to  keep  our  Nurseries — just  as  it  fought  to  get  them 
opened.  We  want  Nurseries  or  Nursery  Schools,  run  by 
the  Local  Authorities,  included  in  all  large  housing 
schemes,  but  until  specially-designed  buildings  can  be 
put  up  we  favour  the  retention  of  the  present  buildings 
in  the  interests  of  both  mothers  and  babies.  All  nurseries 
should  be  directly  controlled  and  run  by  the  Council. 


Page  Eight 


Rents 


WHY  ARE  THEY  SO  HIGH? 

BECAUSE  rates  are  included  in  most  working-class  rents  and  rates  fall  unfairly  on  residential  property  because  of  the  Industrial 
Derating  Act,  introduced  by  the  late  and  unlamented  Neville  Chamberlain,  relieved  industrial  undertakings  of  a  high  proportion 
of  their  rates.  In  St.  Pancras  this  Act  saved  the  Railway  Companies  £16,000  every  year. 

BECAUSE  of  the  high  cost  of  land.  Even  land  at  present  covered  with  decaying  slums  fetches  £10,000  an  acre,  and  there  are 
sites  in  the  Borough,  very  suitable  for  working-class  flats,  for  which  as  much  as  £40,000  an  acre  is  asked. 

BECAUSE  of  the  high  Interest  Rates.  After  the  last  war  the  Council  had  to  pay  6  per  cent,  for  the  money  it  borrowed  to 

build  flats.  Today  the  charge  is  3  per  cent.  We  say  that  2  per  cent,  is  ample. 

THE  difference  this  makes  can  be  seen  if  we  take  a  £500  house.  At  6  per  cent,  the  Interest  Charges  account  for  £65  per  year 
of  the  rent.  At  3  per  cent,  for  £35.  At  2  per  cent,  for  £30. 

BECAUSE  of  the  shortage  many  people  are  forced  to  live  in  furnished  rooms  for  which  “  scarcity  prices  ”  are  charged. 

THE  POSITION  TODAY 

THE  rents  of  all  unfurnished  houses  of  flats  are  “controlled”  at  the  September,  1939,  Rent,  which  cannot  be  increased  unless 
the  Rates  go  up.  Many  landlords,  however,  overcharge  illegally,  as  is  shown  by  the  experience  of  the  Borough  Council  Rent 
Advice  Bureau  (which  may  be  consulted  daily  at  the  Town  Hall  between  9  and  5).  They  secured  during  the  9  months  ending 
March,  1945,  a  return  of  an  average  illegal  overcharge  of  3s.  lOid.in  20  cases  where  the  results  were  known. 

TENANTS  of  furnished  premises  have  no  protection  against  eviction,  which  makes  it  difficult  for  them  to  protest  about  the 
extortionate  rents  that  are  frequently  being  charged  today,  especially  in  Wards  7  and  8.  Also,  although  the  Council  are  allowed 

to  prosecute  landlords  for  charging  extortionate  rents,  the  law  is  so  badly  framed  that  so  far  there  have  been  no  successful 

prosecutions  in  London. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO  NOW 

If  you  think  you  are  being  overcharged  or  there  is  no  “  Standard  Rent  ”  in 
your  Rent  Book  consult  the  Town  Hall  Rent  Bureau. 

THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY  also  runs  an  Advice  Centre  every  Tuesday  even¬ 
ing  between  6.30  and  8.30  p.m.  It  has  been  able  to  prevent  illegal  evictions  and  to 
help  a  number  of  tenants  to  get  their  rights. 

WHAT  OF  THE  FUTURE? 

THE  LANDLORDS  want  more  Rent.  The  Property  Owners  are  pressing  for 
a  25  per  cent,  increase.  They  also  want  the  right  to  evict  without  a  court  order 
and  to  distrain  on  furniture  for  4  weeks’  arrears  of  rent! 

THE  TENANT'S  waflt  to  pay  less.  The  experience  of  the  St.  Pancras  Tenants’ 

Defence  League,  which  conducted  a  successful  Rent  Strike  in  Cranleigh  Street 
before  the  war,  shows  that  this  can  be  achieved  even  without  a  change  in  the 
law  if  people  stick  togettier. 

THE  COMMUNIST^,  PARTY  wants  a  new  Rent  Act  to  extend  to  England 
and  Wales  the  benefits  of  (  the  Scottish  Rent  Act,  under  which  Rent  Courts  decide 
what  is  a  “fair  rent”  fori  all  working-class  property. 
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Bill  Kelson^  Building  Worker,  Says 

AS  a  building  worker  and  joint  secretary  of  the  Borough  Progress  com¬ 
mittee  for  Bomb  Damage  work,  I  can  tell  you  this — ^my  mates  and  I  know 
that  the  work  we  are  doing  now  is  as  vital  for  the  people  of  this  borough  as 
the  work  of  the  engineers  on  tanks  and  aeroplanes.  Like  them,  we  want  to 
do  the  job  well  and  quickly. 

WE  work  under  some  of  the  worst  conditions  in  the  country  and  in  all 
weathers — often  in  the  open  and  hardly  ever  with  canteens  or  proper  washing 
places. 

MANY  of  us  have  left  our  homes  and  friends  to  help  rebuild  London 
and  are  living  in  billets  and  hostels.  We  ask  the  people  of  St.  Pancras  to 
give  a  neighbourly  welcome  to  these  “  strangers  ”  amongst  you  and  to 
support  our  just  demands  for  better  conditions. 

IT  was  due  to  the  persistent  campaign  of  the  building  workers,  strongly 
supported  by  St.  Pancras  Trades  Council,  that  the  Progress  Committee,  of 
which  I  am  joint  secretary,  was  at  last  set  up.  We  fought  for  it  because  we 
knew  that  only  through  an  all-Borough  Committee  representing  the  Council, 
the  employers  and  the  workers,  could  the  difficulties  we  were  experiencing 
regarding  bad  distribution  of  materials,  the  use  of  labour,  and  our  working 
conditions  be  quickly  sorted  out.  The  building  workers  intend  to  see  ,that 
the  people  of  St.  Pancras  get  their  homes  repaired  quickly  and  adequately. 

I  AM  sure  you  will  all  support  our  efforts,  because  they  are  in  your 
interests  too. 


Your  Council  Proposes. •• 

The  St.  Pancras  Borough  Council  has  not  come  out  with  a  definite  post-war  housing 
plan  yet,  beyond  applying  for  500  Temporary  Houses. 

The  Council  officers  have,  however,  prepared  a  Report  which  is  set  out  here 
statistically. 

This  report  proposes  to  convert  existing  tenement  houses  into  self-contained  flats,  thus 
providing  separate  accommodation  for  46,000  families.  We  agree  that  this  is  desirable, 
but  it  will  not  make  any  new  dwellings  available  as  the  somewhat  misleading  wording 
seems  to  imply. 

We  disagree  with  the  proposal  to  estimate  for  a  population  of  150,000.  The  County 
of  London  Plan  proposed  that  the  pre-war  population  of  180,000  should  be  reduced 
to  135,000,  a  figure  the  Council  agreed  to  only  last  year.  If  this  is  now  repudiated  it 
will  mean  that  there  will  be  less  open  space  available  and  more  people  will  have  to  be 
crowded  into  the  existing  sites.  The  population  to-day  is  probably  about  110,000. 


THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  PLAN 


Temporary 

Houses 

Permanent 

Houses 

Repaired 

Houses 

1st  Year 

300 

1,000 

2nd  .. 

200 

400 

250 

3rd 

500 

4th  ,. 

600 

5th  „ 

700 

6th  „ 

1,000 

7th 

1,000 

8th  „ 

1,000 

9th  ,, 

1,000 

500 

Temporaries 

10th  „ 

1,000 

Removed 

TOTAL  NEW  DWELLINGS  7  OnA 
IN  TEN  YEARS.  I  ,^UU 


Commuuist  Proposals ... 

■  We  think  that  many  more  dwellings  are  needed  than  the  Council  officers  propose  in 
their  plan  and  that  they  can  and  must  be  built  much  more  quickly. 

Our  proposals  are  set  out  in  the  table  on  this  page. 

We  propose  that  in  addition  to  requisitioning  and  converting  1,250  large  empty 
houses  in  St.  Pancras  that  an  additional  250  “  empties  ”  in  Hampstead,  St.  Marylebone 
and  Holborn  should  be  usecj  for  housing  St.  Pancras  people. 

At  the  end  of  three  years  it  should  be  possible  to  begin  the  conversion  of  existing 
tenements  into  self-containe(^  flats,  but  w'e  would  only  propose  it  in  the  case  of  houses 
with  a  “  life  ”  of  30  years  o(r  over. 

Slum  clearance  at  the  rate  of  750  a  year  should  restart,  but  neither  of  these 
proposals  would  produce  NFW  DWELLINGS. 

Building  should  start  on  n^w  permanent  Public  Baths,  Health  Centres,  Club  Rooms 
and  Libraries,  etc.,  after  five  years,  though  temporary  or  hutment  accommodation  will 
probably  have  to  be  provided  sooner. 


THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY  PLAN 


Temporary 

Houses 

Permanent 

Houses 

Repaired 

Houses 

1st  Year 

500 

200 

1,500 

2nd  „ 

750 

3rd  .. 

1,550 

4th  ,. 

1,500 

5th 

1,500 

6th  .. 

1,500 

7th  ., 

1,500 

8th  ,. 

1,500 

_ 

9th  „ 

1,500 

500 

Temporaries 

10th 

2,000 

Removed 

TOTAL  NEW  DWELLINGS  1  Q  pT AA 
IN  TEN  YEARS.  ±O,0UU 
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The  Future  •  .  . 
« 


THE  COUNTY  OF  LONDON  PLAN  for  rebuilding  our  AVhole  city  aims  to  reme 
four  of  London’s  major  defects.  These  are:  First,  overcrowding  and  out-of-date  housii 
second,  inadequate  and  badly  distributed  open  spaces;  third,  the  peppering  of  indust 
fourth,  traffic  congestion.  The  full  and  complete  carrying  out  of  this  plan  is  essent 
if  London  is  to  be  a  happy  and  healthy  place  for  all  its  citizens. 

THE  London  County  Council  cannot  carry  out  their  plan  unless  they  have  compl( 
control  of  the  land  and  can  decide  how  it  shall  be  used.  Complete  control  of  the  la 
is  necessary  so  that  the  people  have  the  power  to  decide  the  location  of  industry  (inch 
ing  railways)  and  the  Local  Authorities  can  undertake  all  types  of  building,  such 
Community  Centres,  Factory  Estates,  and  shops,  not  for  profit  but  to  meet  the  needs 
the  people. 

THOUGH  St.  Pancras  Borough  Council  has  agreed,  with  a  few  modifications,  to  t 
Plan  as  it  applies  to  our  Borough,  it  is  unable  to  proceed  owing  to  lack  of  powers 
acquire  the  land  required.  This  is  particularly  true  of  railway  property  (amounting 
16  per  cent,  of  the  land  in  the  Borough)  and  the  Crown  Lands. 

THERE  is  only  one  way  in  which  we  can  acquire  the  land  to  build  on.  The  To 
landlord  and  property-owners  who  have  prevented  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  B 
from  being  anything  more  than  a  piece  of  “  patching  up  ”  must  be  replaced  by  a  Labo 
and  Progressive  Government  in  the  next  election. 

THE  LABOUR  PARTY  has  pointed  out  what  a  wonderful  site  will  be  available 
the  Borough  when  the  beautiful  Terraces  facing  Regent’s  Park  are  demolished.  (Mq 
of  them  are  unfortunately  bombed  beyond  repair).  The  County  of  London  Plan  su 
gests  that  just  this  area  should  be  used  for  housing  workers  employed  in  the  West  e1 
shops,  theatres  and  offices.  The  Commissioners  of  Crown  Lands,  however,  have  o'thJ 
ideas.  They  have  refused  to  allow  Council  flats  on  less  “  desirable  ”  lands  and  are  be] 
on  using  the  Park  sites  for  the  most  profitable  type  of  building. 

WE  COMMUNISTS  wholeheartedly  support  the  Labour  Party  proposals  and  a 
convinced  that  they  can  be  carried  out  if  the  St.  Pancras  people  put  up  a  sufficient 
strong  fight. 
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Sight  Houses  in  the  Right  Places 

THE  TASK  of  rehousing  St.  Pancras  is  a  very  large  one.  The  total  number  of  new 
veilings  that  will  be  required  in  the  first  ten  years  will  be  about  thirteen  thousand, 
^e  must  therefore  be  sure  that  they  are  the  right  kind  of  dwellings — and 
|i  the  right  place. 

IF  THE  MAJORITY  of  the  present  citizens  of  St.  Pancras  are  to  remain  in  the 
lorough  and  not  be  pushed  out  of  London  or  into  the  suburbs,  it  will  be  essential  that 
ney  live  In  flats.  But  we  are  convinced^  that  these  need  not  be  the  old  five  or  six-storey 
arrack-like  buildings  minus  lifts.  All  flats  above  four  storeys  need  lifts  and  all  blocks 
hould  have  gardens  and  playgrounds  for  the  children.  Club  rooms,  workshops,  nur- 
eries,  communal  laundries,  etc.,  are  essential  amenities  for  working-class  tenants.' 

OUR  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  has  agreed  in  principle  to  single-family  houses  with 
priority  for  families  with  young  children.  The  St.  Pancras  Communist  Party  is  strongly 
n  favour  of  this  type  of  house  being  built  by  the  Council,  preferably  in  terraces,  crescents 
»r  squares;  and  this  should  form  an  early  stage  in  the  Borough  Housing  programme.  The 
peed- with  which  houses  and  flats  are  built  in  St.  Pancras  depends  upon  the  strength  of 
)ur  demand. 


I 

\ 

i 

Shall  homes  for  workers’  families 
be  built  on  this  beautiful  site  facing 
Regent’s  Park  ? 
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Commniiist  Candidates  for 
St.  Pancras  Borough  Council 

Here  are  nine  men  and  won^en  of  St.  Pancras  who  have  pledged 
themselves  to  fight  for  real  homes  for  the  people  of  St.  Pancras,  homes 
fit  for  the  returning  Service  men  and  women  and  their  families. 
These  Communist  Party  Municipal  Candidates  are  workers,  house¬ 
wives  and  Service  men  who  come  from  the  Borough  and  understand 
its  problems. 

YOUR  PROBLEMS  ARE  THEIR  PROBLEMS! 

If  you  agree  with  our  policy  on  housing  as  set  out  in  this 
pamphlet,  then  remember  that  here  are  the  men  and  women  who  can 
turn  it  into  reality.  So 

VOTE  for  them  at  the  Municipal  Elections  in  November. 

Support  the  Communist  Party’s  efforts  to  obtain  electoral  unity 
with  the  Labour  Party  so  that  only  six  or  nine  Labour  and  Communist 
Candidates  stand  for  wards  with  six  or  nine  seats.  THUS  WE  CAN 
KEEP  OUT  THE  LANDLORD  CLASS. 

CONSULT  our  Candidates  about  your  problems.  They  are  there 
to  help  you. 

JOIN  THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY  and  work  with  us  to  BUILD 
A  BETTER  ST.  PANCRAS. 

Write  to  the  Secretary,  216,  Camden  High  Street,  N.W.l,  or  call 
any  Friday  evening  after  7  p.m. 
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Popular  C6uncfff^|RB| 
Mrs.  Diana  Pym,  36,  hus- 
band  serving  abroad,  ' 
mother  of  two  dau^ters. 
Elected  on  Labour  tiStet 
for  Ward  4.  in  1937,  and  .  | 
joined  Communist  Party  f 
in  1941.  Has  worked  on 
Public  Assistanc e,  ,  ,, 

Schools,  HospitaL 
nity  and  Child'  Wetfare^^^ 
Committees  for  ten  years. 


Mrs.  Ethel  Hanson  has;^ 
been  described  as  “  one 
of  St.  Pancras’  institin 
tions  ”  because  she  is  sa^ 
well  known  locally.  She 
is  58  years  old  and  “a^ 
foundation  member 
the  Communist  Pag^ 
ae  has  been  on  the 
trict  Trade  Committee'^j 
the  Londbif  Co-opexativc 
Society  for  five  years. 


lageci  36^Eought  in  >^rtli 
'Ulrica -^nd  Italy  and^as 
■■founded  in  Ndptes. 
Lived;  in  St.  Pancras  sfnce 
1930  .and  won  hundreds 
of  pounds  for  the  St. 
Pancras  unemployed 
when  he  was  claims 
secretary  for  the 
Natiopal  Unemployed 
Workers’  Movement. 


39-yea^ 
oId;:to  diT^^r  and  viee- 
cShaiTman  nf  the ‘Chalk 
I^Rrjn,  T.  &  G,W.tJ.  Has 
liyed  in  Boro^h  since 
19'39,  and  having  been 
chairman  of.  a  Rate^ 
payers’  Association  in 
Edmonton  for  eight  years, 
he  knows  “a  great  deal 
about  housing,  problems, 


s  Len  Powell, 
neeujand  forceM^^^Ki 
■ing-ciftss  teadef;-:-h^^^ 
in  'Borough  sinceM5^Pw 
wce-chairftran  of  local 
A.E.U.  Has  been  shop 
stew:ard  every  fectory 
in  ^iclp|e  work^.  On 
our  Tra^  Council  for 
E21  years  and  stood  for 
r^e.Boro^h  Council  as 
in>i934 


jailer 


George  Ca 


^ll-kncr^  resident 
and  an  active 
r^'^the  KentMi 
Co-op 

wl-S" 


Gunner  Jack  Geor- 
geou,  '29-year-old  ex- 
International  -  Brigader, 
born  in  Cyprus,  joined 
British  Army  in  1940  and 
was  wounded  in  Tunisia., 
He  joined  the  Communist 
P^fty  twelve  years  ago. 


32  years 
and  fared  in  St, 
eras.  Was  knowjt 
throu#iout  our- Borough 
as  secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  branch.  Is 
at  present  m  Italy  and 
fought  in  North  Africa. 


SID  CHIVERS,  43,  Rhyll  Street,  N.W.5  (Ward  2). 
LEN  POWELL,  24,  Croftdown  Road,  N.W.5  (Ward  3). 
DIANA  PYM,  Flat  J,  37,  Regent’s  Park  Road, 
N.W.l  (Ward  4). 

GEORGE  CAFFEL,  35,  Gloucester  Crescent,  N.W.l. 
MRS.  STEWARD,  34,  Sussex  House,  Chalton  Street, 
N.W.l  (Ward  6). 

ALEX.  RAMSEY,  48,  Charlotte  Street,  W.l  (Ward  7). 
MRS.  HANSON,  The  Lodge,  Flaxman  Terrace,  N.W.l 
'  (Ward  8). 

JACK  GEORGEOU,  c/o  216,  Camden  High  Street, 
N.W.l. 

JIM  RISPIN,  c/o  216,  Camden  High  Street.  N.W.l, 
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POPULAR  PRICES 


ARE  YOU 
A  MEMBER 

of  your 

LOCAL  PEOPLE^S  THEATRE  1 

The 

UNITY 

THEATRE 

Goldington  Street,  N.W.l  Euston5391 
Nearest  Stations 

King’s  Cross  Underground,  Mornington 
Crescent  Underground.  Trolley 
Buses:  513,  615,  613,  639 


MEMBERSHIP  COSTS 
ONLY  2s.  PER  YEAR 

OPEN  EVERY  FRl,  SAT.,  SUN.  AT  7.30  P.M. 


iw  rn  WIN  TUP  pPAnp 


1919-1939 


Position 


Positum 


10,493  Houses  and 
Flats  occupied  by 
ONE  family  each. 


1^54  Flats  built  by 
Borough!  Council. 


5,900  Houses  should 
be  nulled  down 
within^  10  Years. 


hit^lj  Ye 

Mi 


5,000  Houses  should 
be  pulled  down 


Tenements  with  3 
families  each 


withi 


hii^^  years 

Ik 


676  t-iats 
St.  Pan  eras 
ing  Society. 


4.500  Houses  should 
be  pulled  down 
within  30  years. 


690  Vacant 


577  Flats  built  by 
Crown  Estate. 


25,670 


3,200 


15.400 


Pre 


Dwellings  Riiilt 


I  oaay 


mil 


3,000  Families  are 
overcrowded. 


6,250  Families  were 


bombed  out. 


10,000  New  Mar¬ 
riages  since  1939 
3,000  need  houses. 


1,000  Families  are 
on  Town  Hall  wait¬ 
ing  list. 


13,500 


POPULAR  PRICES 


ARE  YOU 
A  MEMBER 

of  your 

LOCAL  PEOPLE^S  THEATRE  1 

The 

UNITY 

THEATRE 

Goldington  Street,  N.W.l  Euston5391 
Nearest  Stations 

King’s  Cross  Underground,  Mornington 
Crescent  Underground.  Trolley 
Buses:  513,615,  613,  639 

MEMBERSHIP  COSTS 
ONLV  2s.  per  year 

t  ,  . 

OPEN  EVERY  FRL,  SAT.,  SUN.  AT  7.30  P.M. 


HOW  TO  WIN  THE  PEACE 


I 


by  Harry  Poilitt,  2s. 


The  book  on  Post-war 
reconstruction  you  cannot 
afford  to  miss 

Obtainable  at 

THAMES  BOOKSHOPS  LTD. 

45,  Parkway,  Camden  Town,  N.W.l.  Gulliver  4484/5 
Branches  at:  ACTON,  EAST  LONDON,  HARROW, 
HAYES,  PECKHAM,  TOOTING 


Visit  the 


NEW  SCALA 
RESTAURANT 


69,  Charlotte  Street,  W.l 

{Opposite  the  Scala  Theatre) 

OPEN  FROM  9  a.m.  TO  1 1.30  p.m. 

Telephone  MUSeum  6300 
Proprietor:  H.  Karous 


LONDON  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LTD. 


for  your  UTILITY  FURNITURE 


BEDROOM  SUITE 
4>ft.  Wardrobe  in  Oak  ; 

4ft.  Wide  by  1ft.  9in.  deep, 
made  in  two  parts.  Rigidly 
joined  together,  but  easily 
detached  for  removing. 
Wardrobe  provides  full 
length  hanging  space  with 
inirror  inside  door 

£15/16/6 

3- ft.  Dressing  Chest 

£9/15/0 

2-ft.  9-in.  Tallboy 

£9/5/3 

4- ft.  Bedstead.  Complete 

with  Spiral  Spring  Mat¬ 
tress  . £4/7/0 

Can  be  supplied  with  fold¬ 
ing  spring  2/-  extra. 
Finished  Light  Medium  or 
Dark  Colour. 

Can  be  supplied  on  our 
usual  Hire  Purchase  Teims 
Remember  all  official 
prices  are  sub.iect  to  our 
usual  dividend. 
Nearest  Furnishing  DePts.; 
193,  CAMDEN  HIGH 
STREET,  N.W.1. 
(opposite  Camden  Town 
Tube  Station) 

681-9,  HOLLOWAY  RD., 
HIGHGATE 
159.  UPPER  STREET, 
ISLINGTON 
Registered  Office; 

54.  Maryland  Street, 
Stratford,  E.15. 


Complete  range  on  view  at  all  our  Furnishing  Branches 


